This is a tutorial on how to use the Social Work Abstracts database.   To use the Social Work Abstracts database, start at the Subject Guides tab on the Libraries’ homepage, Subject, Social Work, and then select the Social Work guide.     You might want to take note of the URL for future use (highlight the short URL in the libguide). Social Work Abstracts is the first database. 
To most effectively do a search in the database, you can select the multi-field search option at the top of screen.  The multi-field screen gives you the option to easily use multiple search terms, using (show one of the drop downs) AND, OR, NOT to connect them.   You can add more rows (highlight more rows at the bottom of the search screen) if necessary.


We are going to do a search for articles about elder abuse.   However, we want to make sure that we cover as many ways to search for “elderly” as possible, so we are going to do a search that covers the term “aged” as well. (type in search for elderly or aged and abuse).   The word OR will bring up either search term.  The word AND will limit the results to just the records that mention abuse ALONG with either elderly OR aged. 

Along the left side of the results screen, there will be a summary of your search terms,  your number of search results, and options by which you can sort your results.    There are also a number of ways you can narrow, or filter, your results, including the option to limit just to journal articles. (run cursor over, and click on + next to Publication Type).


To find out more information about an article, click on “complete reference” to the right of the article.  This will bring up the full citation, as well as the full abstract of the article.  If, after reading the abstract, you decide you want the article, use the yellow Get it @ BU button to see if the article is available online, in paper, or allow you to request it via InterLibrary Loan. 


If you need to revise or expand your search, be sure to take note of the subject headings that appear in your articles’ records.  These terms are used within the database to describe the article, and might provide you with alternative keywords to use in your search.  


Also take note of the Find Citing Articles link.    If any articles have used this article in their reference list, this link will bring them up as well.  This feature can help you find related research. 


If you need help, go back to the Binghamton University Libraries page, and use the Ask Us link at the top of the page. 

