GeoRef Tutorial
This tutorial will briefly demonstrate how you can find citations using the database GeoRef.  
To get to this database start on the Libraries’ Homepage, click on Articles & Databases, Find Database by Name or Subject, Geological Sciences under Physical Sciences, and finally GeoRef.
GeoRef is produced by the American Geological Institute and contains references to geoscience literature. The database indexes articles on North America from 1669 to the present and worldly coverage dates back to 1933.
To start your search, type your topic in the search box, for example: soil erosion
You can see that we have gotten over 19,000 results.  There are a few things we can do to refine our results.  We can add more terms in the search boxes such as water or agriculture or add a place like the Grand Canyon.
You can also look under the heading “Subject” on the left side of the screen and use the subjects listed to narrow your results.  This is a way to narrow your results by looking at the top most frequent subjects within your search results.  I will select hydrology and update.  You can see that our list has dropped to 4300.
If you click on the title hyperlink, you can see citation information [article title, author, source title, year, volume, issue, page numbers], an abstract may be available, and subject terms.  Subject terms are useful if you need suggestions for different words to search for, and you can use the hyperlinked term to expand your search if you did not get enough results.
There are other useful features on this screen I would like to point-out.  If you are unsure how to cite this article in your list of references you can click on the “cite” button [point-out Chicago and MLA].  Always remember to double-check the citation style before you turn-in your paper just in case the database made an error.  You can use the “export” button to send this citation to a bibliographic management tool, such as RefWorks.  Last, let’s say you found this wonderful article and would like more similar articles.  You can click on “Find Similar Results”.
After I read the abstract I decide that I would like to read the whole article for my research, click on the GetIt@BU button to see if we have electronic or print access to the journal article through any of our hundreds of other databases.  Please see our GetIt@BU tutorial if you have any questions about that.
And of course you can always contact a librarian for assistance from our Ask Us webpage.  You can also contact your subject librarian directly using the Request Research Help form on the left.
